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Africa’s Future Government:
Lessons About Democracy from South Africa
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Africa’s future government: Benevolent dictatorship?
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Economic Growth: China Compared to Africa, South Africa



Is this the model Africa should follow?
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Trends at the Onset of Post-Apartheid Era
(Late 1980s - Early 90s)

● Huge black-white gaps in:
○ Education
○ Income / wealth
○ Basic services
○ Pretty much everything

● Migrant labor system
● Massive HIV / AIDS epidemic
● Period of making country “ungovernable”
● Violence



Post-Apartheid Accomplishments 
(1994 - present)

● Development of a robust, multi-racial democracy
● Material improvements

○ Not in terms of growth, jobs
○ But basic services, education, health

● Accountability
● Dignity
● Work-in-progress
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South African Media



The Freedom Charter (1955), The Constitution (1996) and 
the SA Constitutional Court
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#zumamustfall



Legal Resources Centre successfully sues government to 
improve school conditions



Past Benevolent Dictators in Africa
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Bottom line

● No doubt, big challenges in South Africa…
● …But Democracy is working
● Increased service delivery  / dignity
● Political competition keeps politicians on their toes



The Future of Government in Africa?
● Build and strengthen democratic institutions

○ Parliamentary or Presidential less important than consistency
○ … But Proportional Representation useful in diverse societies
○ Term limits (No SA President has served 2 full terms let alone 3!)
○ Constitutionalism and independent courts

● E-governance?
○ Promising
○ But only as good as the code…

● How to get these?
○ People power
○ Social and economic elites
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Thank you

@evlieb
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3 (+1) Books to recommend

Forthcoming…early 2022

Until We Have Won Our 
Liberty

South Africa After Apartheid

Evan Lieberman


